CHAPTER   XXX
INDIAN THINKING
ONE  OF THE THINGS  WHICH A EUROPEAN  NOTICES VERY
definitely after his arrival in India is that the Indians
mind seems to work in very different ways from Ms own.
Many of these ways seem to him queer and amusing;
some of them may seem touching or pathetic. Some
excite his interest, others his sympathy or his anger or
impatience. But in very many ways the Indian seems to
look at life from a different angle, and to do things in a
totally different way. An American writer recently said :
" In India, everything either rattles, squeaks, or doesn't
fit." In this, he expressed something that must have
struck many a Westerner. Ganapati, the Indian god of
good luck, is the casual, patient god who doesn't care. The
other Hindu demigods have " viharas," animals on which
they ride, and with which they are especially associated.
But, so goes the legend, Ganapati, the casual and easy-
going, said: " Why all these great animals like the bull
and the lion ? A mouse is good enough for me." So Ms
viham is a mouse.
Considering that there are such long periods in the year
when the Indian cultivator has to be idle, there is no
wonder that he is so easy-going. India has thus a special
find almost universal affection for Ganapati and his little
mouse. As long as it works somehow, what matter if it
rattle or squeak or doesn't fit ? At the same time, some
of the Indian carpenters are marvellous in their accuracy,
and in Travancore the humblest house very often has well-
mortised and carved rafters ; the poorest family usually
keeps its grain (paddy) in a chest of exquisite finish and
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